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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TUNIS 1711 

DEPT PASS USAID/NESA; ALGIERS FOR MURRAY USDA; RABAT FOR AGATT 
KUHL 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID EAGR TS 

SUBJECT: PL-480 TITLE I ALLOCATION FOR TUNISIA: IMPLI- 
Z CATIONS OF DROUGHT 

REF: TUNIS 1691; 76 TUNIS 8040; AND 76 TUNIS 6845. 

1 . WITH ALREADY SERIOUS AND POTENTIALLY DISASTROUS SITUATION 
FOR TUNISIAN CEREAL CROP TO BE HARVESTED MAY- JULY (TUNIS 1691), 
TUNISIA WILL FACE SHARPLY INCREASED IMPORT REQUIREMENTS /AT 
LEAST 600,000 MT-350,00 MT MORE THAN PREVIOUSLY ANTICIPATED) 
PRESSING UPON PHYSICAL CAPACITY TO IMPORT AND DRASTICALLY 
UPON BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DURING CRITICAL FIRST YEAR OF FIFTH 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN. FURTHER SOCIO-POLITICAL ASPECT IS ESPECIALLY 
SEVERE SHORTFALL FORESEEN FOR SOUTH AND CENTRAL TUNISIA, WHERE 
MOST OF CEREAL PRODUCTION (BARLEY AND DURUM -20 TO 30 PERCENT 
OF NATIONAL CEREAL OUTPUT) CONSUMED ON FIRM OR BARTERED BY PEA- 
SANTS WITH MINIMAL CASH INCOME. (AS NOTED IN 76 TUNIS 
6845, CEREALS IN FORM OF WHEAT OR BARLEY BREAD AND 
SEMOLINA FOR COUSCOUS AND PASTA ARE THE BASIC SOURCEH 
OF PROTEIN AS WELL AS CALORIES IN TUNISIAN DIET). 
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2. WE CAN EXPECT GOT REQUEST FOR SUBSTANTIAL ADDI- 
TIONAL QUANTITY OF TITLE I WHAT (AND PERHAPS TITLE II 
FOR SOUTH/CENTRAL), WHICH WE WILL HAVE TO ADDRESS 
MAINLY IN CONTEXT OF FY'78 PROGRAM; HOWEVER, IN VIEW 
OF OUR COMMITMENT AT OCTOBER SESSION OF JOINT COM 
MISSION TO REVIEW BALANCE OF TUNISIAN TITLE I REQUEST 
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FOR FY'77 (GOT ASKED FOR 80,000 MT AND WE PROVIDED 
40,000) IN LIGHT OF EVOLVING SUPPLY SITUATION, NOW 
CLEARLY WOULD APPEAR TO BE TIME FOR US AGENCIES TO 
TKE UP THIS ADDITONAL 40,000 MT ALLOCATION FOR TUNI- 
SIA. 

3. WE WOULD HOPE TO BE IN POSITION TO RESPOND TO GOT 
ON THIS QUANTITY BY TIME OF VISIT OF UNDERSECRETARY 
HABIB IN MID- APRIL. GIVEN NECESSARILY DELIVER AT 
PACE OF PROJECT AID AND DIFFICULTIES WE FACE IN RESPONDING 
BROADLY TO GOT REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN CONTEXT OF NEW PLAN 
AND JUNE CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING, WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT 
THAT WE SHOW WE CAN DELIVER ON OUR COMMITMENTS AND MOVE EXPEDI- 
TIOUSLY TO HELP MEET HUMANITARIAN NEEDS. 

MULCAHY 
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